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A monthly publication of the 
Champaign-Urbana, Illinois Chapter 
of the Barbershop Harmony Society 
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The Illini Statesmen meet Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. at the Wesley Foundation, 1203 W. Green Street, Urbana, Illinois 61801 
For more information visit our website, illinistatesmen.org. 

Celebrating 60 years of harmony! 
 

2006, 2007 Illinois District  
Fifth Place Medalist Chorus 
and Plateau 4A Champions  
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By Kevin Swartz

With the dog days of summer come summer 
vacations and lots of outdoor activities.  Hence, it is 
usually a time to expect attendance levels to drop 
for Thursday evening Champaign-Urbana chapter 
meetings and scheduled events.  Not so for the 
summer of 2007.  Attendance is up for the months 
of May - August.  We've had 15 events so far this 
summer (including chapter meetings), with an 
amazing average attendance of  more than 18 guys 
per event.  This is awesome.  Since May 3rd, we 
have been tracking attendance. 

Eighteen members have an attendance record 
of 60% or more with ten of those members having 

an attendance record greater that 80%.  What's even 
more amazing is that we have three members in a 
race for perfect attendance through the month of 
August.  Please join me in congratulating Morris 
Huck, Arlie Saldeen, and JD Simmons on a perfect 
record so far. 

 There are seven more events remaining for the 
summer session.  Starting in September, we wipe 
the chart clean and every member starts again at the 
100% attendance level.  The Fall session will run 
from September through December. 

 Great job everyone.
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We have a number of activities coming up that 

will keep the Illini Statesmen busy through the fall.  
Several have been added as of the July board 
meeting, and some have been on the schedule for 
quite a while. 

We have a chorus performance coming up on 
August 25 in Hume Illinois around the dinner hour.  
That afternoon the Kraatz’s will be hosting a party 
at their farm near Hume so we can spend the day 
together.  No details yet, but I expect the party may 
continue after the chorus performance, as well. 

The next Thursday, August 30, will see the 
revival of our chapter golf outing.  We’ll play at the 
Lake of the Woods par 3 course and go out for 
pizza after all the golf balls have gone astray.   

September will be another membership drive.  
See page 3 for more about the membership drive 
from Matt Carlen.  We’ll also have a tailgate party 

before the Illinois vs. Western Illinois football game 
September 8.  This will be a 6:00 p.m. game, so 
there will be plenty of time to eat, drink and sing 
before the game. 

We decided at the board meeting to compete in 
the fall contest on September 29 in Peoria.  The 
Illinois District awards committee will start 
presenting the Most Entertaining Chorus Award this 
fall.  You can read about it on page 3. 

The Reifstecks will be having a party at their 
house on October 13.  I expect this will be another 
joint get-together with the Sweet Adelines. 

November brings our Cabaret Show followed 
by a poker night that Matt will be organizing. 

Add coaching sessions (the next will be August 
23 with Rich Hansen) and our regular rehearsals, 
and you can see that the fall will be very busy. 
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Tolono Fun Days 
By Lee Reifsteck 

The Tolono Fun Days 
Celebration was held on June 30 
and those in attendance for the 
fireworks show were once again 
treated to a wonderful rendition of 
The Star Spangled Banner.  This 
time a quartet of Hugo Feugen, 
Dennis Mulvany, Tom Johnson, 
and Lee Reifsteck sang on the 
stage with a better sound system 
and sent those chords ringing 
throughout the park.  Many fine 
comments were received for a job 
well done.  Thanks men for 
representing the Illini Statesmen in 
such a fine manner.   

Ice Cream, Independence, & 
Barbershop 
By Kevin Swartz 

"Ice Cream, Independence & Barbershop" go 
together just like "Baseball, Hot Dogs, Apple Pie, & 
Chevrolet".  Four members of the Illini Statesmen 
helped Champaign County celebrate Independence Day 
with a pre-Independence Day concert at the historic 
Virginia Theatre in downtown Champaign on Tuesday, 
July 3rd.  Ken Steinsultz (tenor), Lee Reifsteck (bass), 
Kevin Swartz (baritone), and Matt Carlen  (lead) 
entertained the crowd gathered outside the Virginia for 
the free Cold Stone Creamery ice cream social.  They 
sang such old time favorites as Coney Island Baby, 
Heart of My Heart, Wild Irish Rose, and a couple 
renditions of Don't Be a Baby.  Then, at 7:00pm sharp, 
everyone took their seats in the theater to celebrate 
America with an old fashioned radio broadcast 
sponsored in part by Busey Bank.  Jim Turpin of 
Newstalk 1400 WDWS hosted the broadcast as the 
Concert Band of Central Illinois provided the music.  
Our very own Ken Steinsultz not only sang in the 
quartet, but also directed a number with the band, led the 
audience sing-a-long, and provided the ever-popular 
mellow tones of the euphonium.  The quartet opened the 
concert by bringing the audience to their feet with the 
singing of the National Anthem.  They also concluded 
the concert with a stirring rendition of America.  Both 
songs were accompanied by the band. 

   

Prairie Blend & Amdocs 
By Kevin Swartz 

Prairie Blend spent their lunch hour at Amdocs on 
Fox Drive in Champaign on Friday, July 13.  All 600 
employees were invited to a company-wide, old-
fashioned picnic to celebrate our nation's independence.  
Hugo Feugen, Vern Knapp, Dennis Mulvany, and 
Kevin Swartz started the festivities with the singing of 
our National Anthem and a couple of other patriotic 
tunes.   

They then strolled through the crowd, entertaining 
them with several Prairie Blend favorites such as They 
All Laughed, Good Ol' Acappella, and Recipe For Love.  
After singing for about an hour (that's when they ran out 
of songs,) they then helped themselves to the grilled hot 
dogs and hamburgers, chips, watermelon, and cupcakes.   

Jan 
Clifton of 
Amdocs said, 
“Your 
performance 
was 
wonderful!!  
Lot's of great 
feedback 
from 
employees 
about you 
guys!!” 

 

Prairie Blend sing on Bloomington 
Cabaret Show 

Our own Prairie Blend quartet also appeared on the 
Bloomington, Sound of Illinois Chorus, Dinner Show, 
Saturday, July 21.  I suppose Bloomington can claim 
them as a chapter quartet since Hugo is a dual member.  
However, we all know the reason they are so good is 
because the are all Illini Statesmen.  �  

 (Photo courtesy of Amdocs) 
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By Matt Carlen 

September is membership month 
We are proud to announce that we are having 

another month of new member fun this September. It is 
intended to coincide with the start of school and the 
return of University of Illinois students to campus. You 
can still do your part. Last time we had a couple 
members participate very well  and others who did not. 
It is important to realize that this is an important 
CHAPTER event.  It is not an event for three, four, or 
five members but everyone. If everyone brings four 
guests and one of them joins, that means that our chapter 
size will double. I will hold off on any more math until 
school starts. So, the first Thursday in September let’s 
start it up.  I will be emailing anyone you suggest.  I will 
expect at least 5 names and emails from every member.  
Please also let me know if I have emailed them before, 
so I can send them a different email. 

Chapter Golf Outing 
The Illini Statesmen are proud to announce the 

return of the annual Chapter Golf outing.  It will be 
August 30 at Lake of the Woods.  Details will be 
announced at a chapter meeting and through email.  
Please mark your calendars because this will be a great 
event to come out and have a fun time with good friends. 

Members only poker night 
In November after our Cabaret Show, the board has 

agreed to allow me to have a chapter poker night that 
will double as a let down night. We are going to play 
No-Limit Texas Hold ’em. The game will cost ten 
dollars, five of which will go to the chapter and the other 
five will go into the winners pool. We will decide 
payouts once we have all the entry fees. Please mark 
your calenders and plan on attending. More information 
will be coming later. 

Illinois District announces Most 
Entertaining Chorus Award 

 
The Most Entertaining Chorus Award (MECA) has been 
created for several reasons.  One is to offer more 
entertainment content for our audiences to enjoy.  We 
would encourage any chorus to add creative ideas such 
as choice of songs, extended dialog, use of 
amplification, props and scenery, etc. to add 
entertainment value, even though these ideas may not fit 
the parameters of the C&J Rules.  The guideline is that 
all’s fair, as long as it’s in good taste and is appropriate 
family entertainment.  Another reason is to encourage 
the smaller choruses in the Illinois District Fall 
Convention and Competition to add another dimension 
to their performance and show they can go toe to toe 
with the bigger choruses in at least one area of their 
performance. However, in fairness to all, the Awards 
Committee has decided that two choruses will be 
selected for the MECA.  One will be selected from 
Group 1, consisting of the larger choruses (5A 
designations), and another from Group 2, consisting of 
all others.  
 
Regardless of their decision to take some chances to win 
this award, all choruses competing in this contest will be 
judged by the C&J panel as they have done in the past.  
Even though the C&J panel may disqualify a chorus for 
a presentation package that exceeds the limits imposed 
by the C&J contest rules, they could still win the MECA, 
since a separate panel of non-barbershop people will 
judge this award.  Their scoring will not be part of the 
C&J panel.   
 
This judging panel shall consist of a minimum of 5 
people chosen by the Awards Committee members and 
situated in the audience in a convenient viewing 
position.  They shall be people such as music educators, 
drama teachers, actors, hotel/motel/convention 
personnel, political officials, radio or TV personalities 
who are non-barbershoppers.  They shall be provided 
with judging forms developed by the Awards 
Committee.  The form shall outline various criteria for 
judging entertainment value, and the judges will assign a 
number value.  The Awards Committee will then 
tabulate those scores, and the chorus receiving the 
highest point total in each group shall be named the 
“Most Entertaining Choruses”. 
 

There shall be an appropriate plaque given to each 
winning chorus, and the names of the choruses will be 
engraved on the appropriate permanent display. 
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By Hugo Feugen 

The International Convention in Denver this year was a 
tremendous experience for me.  My pattern for an 
International is as follows: Tuesday: arrive, enjoy the evening 
Harmony Foundation Show, sing tags and songs until the 
cows come home.  Wednesday: attend the two quartet quarter-
final sessions, then sing tags until the cows come home.  
Thursday, it’s the quartet semi-finals in the afternoon, then the 
Association of International Champions (AIC) in the evening, 
then sing tags and songs until the cows come home.  Friday, 
there are two chorus final sessions, followed by singing tags 
and songs until the cows come home.  Saturday has the 
Collegiate Quartet Championship, followed in the evening by 
the quartet finals, then tag and song singing until the cows 
come home.  Scheduling a flight for the late afternoon Sunday 
allows time for sleeping in as well as some mid-morning tag 
and song singing. 

Shortly before this year’s International Convention over 
the July 4th week, a Wall Street Journal article highlighted 
discord among barbershoppers who want to “Keep It 
BarberShop,” (the “kibbers”) and those who seek to expand 
the barbershop style.  Burt Szabo professes to wondering 
whether “real barbershop” will disappear.  Upon hearing the 
generally young competitors at the Denver convention, I’d 
give that a resounding, “No way!” 

Second-place quartet, O.C. Times, had quite a buzz 
going into the contest as a hot candidate for the top slot.  They 
performed a strangely-uninspired pair of Beach Boys songs 
for their final set, and left their supporters wondering what 
happened as their final set was received unenthusiastically by 
the less-than-worshiping crowd members. 

MaxQ sang their six songs as brilliant professionals, and 
certainly deserved the honor of being named International 
Champions. 

A very solid Storm Front Quartet seemed to dare the 
judges to deduct points from them for a very in-your-face 
attitude that was anti-kibber.   Via often-halting sets 
interjected with rule-combative commentary, they finished 

third, as their high-quality singing deserved it.   

In the Chorus championship, this slightly-biased 
observer picked the Ambassadors of Harmony, who ended up 
taking second place as the young Westminster chorus took top 
honors with their knee-and-leg-slapping, marching band 
formations.  The score was tied at 95.0 (second highest in 
barbershop history,) but an 11-point singing category 
advantage gave the trophy to Westminster.  I was more 
impressed by the maturity of the AOH crew and their musical 
messages.  Some said AOH singing suffered slightly as their 
gymnasts wove back and forth in front of the other singers. 

West Towns came in 23rd.  Their set was very colorful, 
and they sang well, but seemed uninspired for greatness.  
Several people noted there was a lot of distracting busy-ness 
going on.   Dave Sutton’s costume was supremely well done, 
and his stage presence was top notch. 

For my tag and song singing, I got to sing with a couple 
of district champs.  I also sang with several members from the 
VM and Midwest Vocal Express.  Even the old codgers I sang 
with were really talented, more than was my Indianapolis or 
Louisville experience. 

On my return to the airport, I met Mark Keever of 
Alchemy, and flew back with that quartet to Chicago Midway.  
As the flight was delayed a half hour, we got in about six tags 
and two songs, as well as a healthy dose of some good 
conversation.  On the plane, I sat next to someone from New 
Tradition.  Passengers at Southwest baggage claim were 
regaled by Alchemy (with me filling in on tenor) singing Love 
Letters, to grand cheers, but no tips. 

My time on the trip was enhanced by being able to visit 
with Jim and Dorothy Graham, and Jo and Bob Cearnal.  They 
showed me great kindness by offering their seats and ones 
nearby they knew to be empty whenever they weren’t 
occupied.  That was great!  Dave and Nancy Sutton also were 
there to round out the Champaign contingent.   

It was a grand time! 
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The Illini Statesmen board of directors met at President Kevin Swartz’s house on Sunday July 22.  Matt Carlen, Andy 

Isbell, Denny Mulvany, Lee Reifsteck and Kevin Swartz attended. 
Swartz made a motion that we donate our $300 performance fee from the Douglas County Museum performance back to 

the museum.  Seconded by Carlen.  Motion passed. 
Swartz made a motion that the performing chorus compete in the fall district contest.  Seconded by Carlen.  After some 

discussion , motion was approved. 
Mulvany reported that we have $3255 in checking account and $6293 in mutual fund. 
We will be having a membership drive during the month of September. 
Carlen reported that his college quartet, Roundabout, is trying to develop a youth chorus in Taylorville. 
Dates were set for several chorus activities (see Upcoming Events on page 6.) 
Next board meeting will be Thursday August 23 at 5:00 p.m. at the Wesley Foundation.  All chapter members are 

welcome to attend.  Board members are expected to attend.  Send agenda items to Kevin at president@illinistatesmen.org   
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CRAFT CORNER 
Good tone production:  achieving “The Hookup” 

Last month’s Craft Corner covered good breathing 
technique.  Now that your lungs are filled with all that 
wonderful air, we need to work on using your air 
properly to produce a good tone. 

Two elements of good tone production are proper 
phonation and proper positioning of the vocal tract to 
enhance vocal resonance. 

First let’s look at the anatomy of your voice.  Air 
exits your lungs through the trachea, then through the 
larynx (where the vocal folds are) and then through the 
throat and out your mouth or nose.  The larynx, or voice 
box, is made up of cartilage and bone suspended from 
above and below by ligaments.  Marjorie P. Lorch, 
writing in The Oxford Companion to the Body, 
describes the vocal folds: 

Halfway down the larynx the paired vocal folds 
(commonly known as the vocal cords), formed 
by ligaments covered with mucous membrane, 
project inwards from its wall. The vocal folds 
form a ‘V’ shape, open towards the back. At the 
rear end of each vocal fold are small cartilages. 
Many small muscles are attached to these, and 
their action can vary the size of the opening, 
widening or narrowing the ‘V’.  

So how do we make sound with this complicated 
contraption?  Singing teacher Paul Mason explains it 
well on his website paulmason.com: 

Phonation is a fancy term for the making of 
sound. In other words, as soon as the vocal cords 
come together and air flows between them 
causing them to vibrate, you are phonating. 

As in so many areas of vocal technique, the 
objective is to discover a happy medium 
between two extremes, 'pressed' phonation and 
'breathy' phonation. In pressed phonation the 
vocal cords are brought together with excessive 
muscular effort, and this makes it harder to set 
them vibrating, so that a great deal of air 
pressure is needed to force them apart. This 
results in a forced, shouty quality to the voice, 
and is very tiring for the singer. The opposite 
extreme is breathy phonation, where the vocal 
cords are not brought together vigorously 
enough, and air escapes audibly between the 
cords as they are vibrating. The sound is lacking 
in tone, volume and vibrancy. 

The happy medium ("just right", said 
Goldilocks) is called 'flow' phonation. This 
occurs when the balance between the muscular 
activity of the vocal cords and the air pressure 
beneath them is exactly right for easy, efficient 
production of high-quality sound.  

In our warmups, Vern Knapp calls this ‘flow’ 
phonation “The Hookup.”   

Once we have achieved good phonation, the sound 
is modified by the most amazing musical instrument 
ever created, your head.  Proper placement of the tongue, 
throat, soft palatte, lips and jaw makes our voices sound 
resonant and natural.  We produce a series of harmonic 
frequencies (overtones) that are enhanced by proper 
vocal tract placement.  Again quoting from Paul 
Mason’s website: 

a number of different frequencies are present in 
the sound, although the fundamental pitch is the 
one chiefly recognised by the human ear. The 
complex shape of the vocal tract resonator 
causes some of these frequencies to be 
amplified. Other frequencies are reduced in 
volume due to lack of resonance. [W]hether we 
hear an 'oo' or an 'ee' depends upon which 
frequencies [are] dominant. 

If the frequencies which are being amplified, or 
resonated, are reasonably balanced between high 
and low frequencies, the sound will have a 
combination of dark and bright qualities, and be 
pleasing to the ear. An imbalance will cause the 
sound to be either too dark or too bright. Thus 
resonance determines the overall quality of the 
voice sound, as well as the vowel sounds. 

Resonance also affects sound production. If the 
resonator is correctly adjusted for the vowel, 
pitch and volume, then producing the sound is 
relatively easy. The vowel sounds correct, and a 
rich, beautiful tone can be obtained. If the 
resonator is adjusted for some other set of 
frequencies, the vowel sound will be incorrect, 
and producing the sound will be hard work, or 
perhaps even impossible. Having to work too 
hard to produce a sound results in a forced, 
shouty tone, and is stressful on the instrument. 
Continued singing in this manner may 
eventually cause damage. 

When we are all producing full, resonant sound, the 
sound of the chorus increases substantially and we create 
audible overtones.  This is the key to the “expanded 
sound” that is sought in barbershop singing.  So, let’s 
keep working on those warmup exercises. 



Page 6 C-U ReCHORDer August 2007 

��������
�����  �
August 5, Jim Kraatz  
August 13, Al Thode 

August 16, Chris Rishel 
August 17, Kevin Swartz 
August 22, Vern Knapp 
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Illini Statesmen – illinistatesmen.org 
Barbershop Harmony Society – barbershop.org  
Illinois District – www.harmonize.ws/ILL  
4-Cast, the Barbershop Podcast – 4-cast.tv  
Links to other Barbershop sites – www.harmonize.com  
Ultimate Barbershop Links – www.harmonize.ws/links/  
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Unless otherwise indicated, all articles were written by the 
editor, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
chapter.  Submissions are welcomed and encouraged at 
rechorder@illinistatesmen.org, or the return address below. 

 
 
C-U ReCHORDer 
Andy Isbell, Editor 
4645 E Baker Woods Ln 
Decatur, IL 62521 
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